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SUBJECT: IRAN SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 

REFS: (A) STATE 274735, (B) STATE 278801, (C) TEHRAN 10887 

1. HEW REGRETS GOI NOW UNWILLING FUND FULL COST OF SOCIAL 
SECURITY TEAM. AS EMBASSY UNDOUBTEDLY AWARE LENGTH OF 
TEAM'S VISIT HAS NO EFFECT ON LEGAL (NOT HEW REGULATIONS) 
RESTRICTIONS AGAINST PROVIDING UNREIMBURSED TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE TO GOI. 

2. HEW BELIEVES TWO WEEK VISIT FEASIBLE. COST WOULD BE 
ROUGHLY 1/3 LESS THAN FIGURES FURNISHED REFERENCE A, EXCEPT 
FOR TRAVEL WHICH WOULD BE UNCHANGED. IF GOI WILLING FUND 
TEAM VISIT PRECISE COST FIGURES WILL BE FURNISHED. 

3. IN VIEW OF CLEARANCE PROBLEMS HEW UNABLE PERFORM 
MISSION BEFORE MARCH 15. THIS TIMING HAS ADVANTAGE OF 
FOLLOWING FEBRUARY MEETING IN WASHINGTON OF COMMITTEE ON 
MANPOWER AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION AT WHICH SOCIAL SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE WILL BE DISCUSSED. KISSINGER 
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